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This collection contains 12 weeks - 5 exercises per week:

Poetry: Poems by Sara Teasdale and William Blake
Proverbs and Sayings: Proverbs from around the world and
sayings from Marcus Tullius Cicero

Literature: Excerpts from The Boy Scouts on the Trail by Herbert
Carter, and David and The Phoenix by Edward Ormondroyd

Quotations: Helen Keller and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Shakespeare: Excerpts from The Tempest
Exercises are designed to take an average of 10 minutes.
They vary in length to provide variety of challenge.
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For personal use only within a single household. Not to be sent electronically.
Contact: feedback@copyworkcave.com
Compiled by Amanda Goodchild using texts in the public domain.
This collection is the intellectual property of Amanda Goodchild.
Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy but it cannot be guaranteed.
Some spellings from Shakespeare have been updated where important.

Writer Spotlight
Sara Teasdale
In this collection you will copy some poems by Sara Teasdale. She
was born on 8 August 1884 in Missouri, USA. Sara won a Pulitzer
Prize for her 1917 poetry collection called Love Songs.

William Blake
William Blake was a famous poet, painter and printmaker from
England. He was born in 1757. His writing and painting became
popular after he died in 1827.

Helen Keller
In this collection you will copy some quotations from a woman
named Helen Keller. Sadly, Helen lost her sight and hearing at only
19 months old. She learned to read braille and soon became a
powerful

advocate

for

disabled

people

and

an

inspiration

to

people around the world.

Martin Luther King Jr.
You will copy some quotations spoken by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. He was a social activist, Baptist minister and leader in the
American

civil

rights

movement.

He

campaigned

for

fair

and

equal treatment of African Americans from the mid-1950s until he
was assassinated in 1968.

Marcus Tullius Cicero
Commonly known as 'Cicero', this famous philosopher and statesman was one of
Ancient Rome's most powerful public speakers. He was born in 106 BC.

Shakespeare
In this collection you will copy some excerpts from a comedy play
by

William

Shakespeare,

called

The Tempest.

(A

tempest

is

a

powerful storm.) The language is different to how we speak today
but don't worry, just copy what you see written.

Exercise One - Poetry
April

Week 1

Week 1

By Sara Teasdale

The roofs are shining from the rain,
The sparrows twitter as they fly,
And with a windy April grace
The little clouds go by.

E
L
P
M
A
S

Yet the back-yards are bare and brown
With only one unchanging tree

I could not be so sure of spring
Save that it sings in me.

Exercise Two - Quotation
“The most pathetic person in the world is someone who has sight, but has no vision.”
– Helen Keller
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Week 1

Exercise Three - Proverbs and Sayings
Hebrew proverbs
A slack hand causes poverty,
but the hand of the diligent makes rich.

Doing wrong is like sport to a fool,
but wise conduct is pleasure to a person of understanding.

E
L
P
M
A
S

Exercise Four - Literature
The Boy Scouts on the Trail

These boys would have liked nothing better than to have come
out

here

by

themselves,

relying

upon

their

knowledge

of

woodcraft to carry them through; for several of their number
were well versed in such things.
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Week 1

Exercise Five - Shakespeare
The Tempest - Act 1, scene 2
MIRANDA: If by your art, my dearest father, you have
Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them.
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PROSPERO: Be collected: No more amazement: tell your piteous heart
There’s no harm done.

Week 2

Exercise One - Quotation

“There will never be another now –
I'll make the most of today.

There will never be another me -

I'll make the most of myself.” – Helen Keller
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Week 2

Exercise Two - Poetry
A Pretty Rose Tree
By William Blake

A flower was offered to me,
Such a flower as May never bore;
But I said "I've a pretty rose tree,"
And I passed the sweet flower o'er.
Then I went to my pretty rose tree,
To tend her by day and by night;
But my rose turned away with jealousy,
And her thorns were my only delight.
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Exercise Three - Shakespeare
The Tempest - Act 1, scene 2
PROSPERO: The hour’s now come;
The very minute bids thee ope thine ear;
Obey and be attentive.
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Exercise Four - Proverbs and Sayings
Hebrew proverbs

Week 2

Those who are kind reward themselves, but the cruel do themselves harm.

Rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
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Bread gained by deceit is sweet, but afterwards the mouth will be full of gravel.

Exercise Five - Literature
The Boy Scouts on the Trail

The fall season had set in so far that it was getting pretty cold in the
Northern

Woods;

weather

as

and

might

be

the

boys

had

expected.

come

But

they

prepared
were

capable of standing almost any amount of fatigue.
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a

for

such

hearty

severe

lot,

and

Week 3

Exercise One - Poetry
A Prayer

Week 3

By Sara Teasdale

Until I lose my soul and lie
Blind to the beauty of the earth,
Deaf though shouting wind goes by,
Dumb in a storm of mirth;
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Until my heart is quenched at length
And I have left the land of men,

Oh, let me love with all my strength
Careless if I am loved again.

Exercise Two - Quotations
“The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even
touched - they must be felt with the heart.” – Helen Keller
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Week 3

Exercise Three - Proverbs and Sayings
Hebrew proverbs
Wealth hastily gained will dwindle,
but those who gather little by little will increase it.
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Better is a dinner of vegetables where love is,
than a fatted ox and hatred with it.

Exercise Four - Shakespeare
The Tempest - Act 1, scene 2

PROSPERO: Mark his condition and the event; then tell me
If this might be a brother.

MIRANDA: I should sin to think but nobly of my grandmother:
Good wombs have borne bad sons.
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Week 3

Exercise Five - Literature
The Boy Scouts on the Trail
While the three guides were making sure that the last spark of their late
camp-fire had been extinguished, by pouring water from the river upon
the ashes, the boys were taking their places in the boats.
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Exercise One - Literature
The Boy Scouts on the Trail

Week 4

But as the fire was out, and the air rather chilly, although in the

middle of a glorious fall day, wise Thad knew that the boys stood a
chance of getting cold unless he quickly changed his clothes.
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Week 4

Exercise Two - Poetry
The Shepherd
By William Blake

How sweet is the Shepherd's sweet lot!
From the morn to the evening he stays;
He shall follow his sheep all the day,
And his tongue shall be filled with praise.
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For he hears the lambs' innocent call,

And he hears the ewes' tender reply;

He is watching while they are in peace,

For they know when their Shepherd is nigh.

Exercise Three - Quotations
“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can
be done without hope and confidence.” – Helen Keller
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Exercise Four - Proverbs and Sayings
Hebrew proverbs

Week 4

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb,
sweetness to the soul and health to the body.
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How much better to get wisdom than gold!

To get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.

Exercise Five - Shakespeare
The Tempest - Act 1, scene 2

PROSPERO: Thou dost, and think’st it much to tread the ooze
Of the salt deep,

To run upon the sharp wind of the north,

To do me business in the veins o’ th' earth
When it is baked with frost.
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